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EstimatorPRO License Agreement

ATTENTION: THIS IS A LICENSE, NOT A SALE. THIS PRODUCT IS PROVIDED UNDER THE FOLLOWING
LICENSE AGREEMENT AND ALL APPLICABLE ADDENDUMS (“LICENSE”) WHICH DEFINE WHAT YOU MAY DO
WITH THE PRODUCT AND CONTAIN LIMITATIONS ON WARRANTIES AND/OR REMEDIES. THIS LICENSE IS
GRANTED BY CONSTRUCTIONSOFT.COM, INC. THIS LICENSE INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING:

1. GENERAL LICENSE AGREEMENT
2. TRIAL VERSION ADDENDUM TO THE GENERAL LICENSE AGREEMENT 
3. ACADEMIC VERSION ADDENDUM TO THE GENERAL LICENSE AGREEMENT 
4. BETA VERSION ADDENDUM TO THE GENERAL LICENSE AGREEMENT  

GENERAL LICENSE AGREEMENT  

IMPORTANT: CAREFULLY READ THIS LICENSE BEFORE USING THIS PRODUCT. INSTALLING, COPYING, OR
OTHERWISE USING THIS PRODUCT INDICATES YOUR ACKNOWLEDGMENT THAT YOU HAVE READ THIS
LICENSE AND AGREE TO BE BOUND BY AND COMPLY WITH ITS TERMS. IF YOU DO NOT AGREE, RETURN
THE COMPLETE PRODUCT TO CONSTRUCTIONSOFT.COM CUSTOMER SERVICE, P.O.BOX 96, OREM, UTAH
84059 WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE DATE YOU ACQUIRED IT FOR A FULL REFUND. THIS LICENSE AGREEMENT
IS YOUR PROOF OF LICENSE. PLEASE TREAT IT AS VALUABLE PROPERTY.

A. LICENSE: CONSTRUCTIONSOFT.COM (“we” or “us”) provides you with storage media containing a computer
program (the “Program”) which may also include “online” or electronic documentation, a License, and other printed
materials (together called the “Product”) and we grant you a license to use the Product in accordance with the terms
of this License. The copyright and all other rights to the Product shall remain with us or our licensors.You must repro-
duce any copyright or other notice marked on the Product on all copies you make.

B. YOU MAY: 1. Install and use one copy of the product on a single computer or network. This copy is to be used by
only a single user at a time. If you wish to use the product for more users, you will need an additional license for each
user.
2. Make one copy of the product for archive or backup purposes.
3. Use a copy of the product on a home or portable computer if that copy is never loaded in the ram of your home
or portable computer at the same time it is loaded on your primary computer.
4. Except in the case of academic edition product which is non-transferable (see academic version addendum),
transfer the product to someone else only if you assign all of your rights under this license, cease all use of the prod-
uct, erase or destroy any copy (including the hard disk copy) made in support of your use of the product, and ensure
that the person to whom you wish to transfer the product agrees to the terms of this license.
5. If you have purchased this Product as an upgrade of either a constructionsoft.com product or another vendor’s
product, you may continue to use your upgraded product with this Product. If you transfer this Product, you must
either transfer the upgraded product at the same time you transfer the Product or destroy the upgraded product at
the same time you transfer the Product. If the Product you have purchased is an upgrade of a ConstructionSoft.com
product, you now may use that upgraded product only in accordance with this License.

C. You may not: 1. Use the product or make copies of it except as permitted in this license.
2. Translate, reverse engineer, decompile, or disassemble the product except to the extent the foregoing restriction
is expressly prohibited by applicable law.
3. Rent, lease, assign, or transfer the product except as set out in paragraph b above.
4. Modify the product or merge all or any part of the product with another program.
5. Create scandalous, obscene, defamatory or immoral works using the clipart and photo images (collectively
referred to as the “images”) nor use the images for any purpose which is prohibited by law.
6. Redistribute, sell or publish the images, sound files or fonts included with the product as stock photography, cli-
part, sound files or fonts.
7. Use any of the images related to identifiable individuals or entities in a manner which suggests their association
with or endorsement of any product or service.
8. Use or permit the use of the image(s) or any part thereof as a trademark or service mark, or claim any proprietary
rights of any sort in the image(s) or any part thereof.
9. Use the images in electronic format, on-line or in multimedia applications unless all of the following are met:



i) the images are embedded at no higher than a base resolution of 512 x 768;
ii) the images are incorporated for viewing purposes only; and in the case of on-line use or in multimedia appli-

cations unless a notice is included in the proposed use specifying that the images may not be saved or downloaded
and are only to be used for viewing purposes.

iii) a constructionsoft.com credit is included in the proposed use;
iv) the images do not represent a significant portion of the content of the proposed use; and
v) the proposed use is not a product which is similar to or competes with any of the features of any construc-

tionsoft.com product;

D. Term: This license shall continue for as long as you use the Product. However, it will terminate if you fail to com-
ply with any of its terms or conditions. You agree, upon termination, to destroy all copies of the Product. The
Limitations of Warranties and Liability set out below shall continue in force even after any termination.

E. WARRANTY: We warrant that the storage media in this product will be free from defect in materials and work-
manship for ninety (90) days from the date you acquire it. If such a defect occurs, return the media to us at, con-
structionsoft.com customer service, 1552 e. 1940 n. Lehi, UT 84043, and we will replace it free of charge. This rem-
edy is your exclusive remedy for breach of this warranty. It gives you certain rights and you may have other legislat-
ed rights, which may vary from jurisdiction to jurisdiction.

F. LIMITATION OF WARRANTIES AND LIABILITY: Except for the express warranty above, the product is provided
on an “as is” basis, without any other warranties or conditions, express or implied, including, but not limited to, war-
ranties of merchantable quality, satisfactory quality, merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, or those aris-
ing by law, statute, usage of trade, course of dealing or otherwise. The entire risk as to the results and performance
of the product is assumed by you. Neither we nor our dealers or suppliers shall have any liability to you or any other
person or entity for any indirect, incidental, special, or consequential damages whatsoever, including, but not limit-
ed to, loss of revenue or profit, lost or damaged data or other commercial or economic loss, even if we have been
advised of the possibility of such damages, or they are foreseeable. We are also not responsible for claims by a third
party. Our maximum aggregate liability to you and that of our dealers and suppliers shall not exceed the amount paid
by you for the product. The limitations in this section shall apply whether or not the alleged breach or default is a
breach of a fundamental condition or term or a fundamental breach. Some states/countries do not allow the exclu-
sion or limitation of liability for consequential or incidental damages, so the above limitation may not apply to you.

G. U.S. GOVERNMENT RIGHTS: With respect to any acquisition of the Product by or for any unit or agency of the
United States Government (the “Government”), the Product shall be classified as “commercial computer software”,
as that term is defined in the applicable provisions of the Federal Acquisition Regulation (the “FAR”) and supple-
ments thereto, including the Department of Defense (DoD) FAR Supplement (the “DFARS”). The Product was devel-
oped entirely at private expense, and no part of the Product was first produced in the performance of a Government
contract. If the Product is supplied for use by DoD, the Product is delivered subject to the terms of this Agreement
and either (i) in accordance with DFARS 227.7202-1(a) and 227.7202-3(a), or (ii) with restricted rights in accordance
with DFARS 252-227-7013 (c)(1)(ii)(OCT 1988), as applicable. If the Product is supplied for use by a Federal agency
other than DoD, the Product is restricted computer software delivered subject to the terms of this Agreement and (i)
FAR 12.212(a); (ii) FAR 52.227-19; or (iii) FAR 52.227-14(ALT III), as applicable.

H. EXPORT CONTROLS: If the Product is identified as a not-for-export product (for example, on the box, media or
in the installation process), then, unless you have exemption from the United States Department of Commerce or
other regulatory authority as designated from time to time the following applies: THE PROGRAM MAY NOT BE
EXPORTED OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES OR TO ANY FOREIGN ENTITY OR “FOREIGN PERSON” AS
DEFINED BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANYONE WHO IS
NOT A CITIZEN, NATIONAL OR LAWFUL PERMANENT RESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. BY AGREEING TO
THE TERMS OF THIS LICENSE YOU ARE WARRANTING TO CONSTRUCTIONSOFT.COM THAT YOU ARE NOT
A “FOREIGN PERSON” OR UNDER THE CONTROL OF A “FOREIGN PERSON”.

I. GENERAL: This License is the entire agreement between us, superseding any other agreement or discussions,
oral or written, and may not be changed except by a signed agreement. This License shall be governed by and con-
strued in accordance with the laws of the State of Utah, excluding that body of law applicable to choice of law and
excluding the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods and any legislation imple-
menting such Convention, if otherwise applicable. If any provision of this License is declared by a Court of compe-



tent jurisdiction to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable, such a provision shall be severed from the License and the
other provisions shall remain in full force and effect. The parties have requested that this Agreement and all docu-
ments contemplated hereby be drawn up in English.

INDEMNIFICATION: You agree to indemnify and hold ConstructionSoft.com harmless from and against any and all
costs, liabilities, claims, or demands (including reasonable attorney’s fees and expenses of any kind whatsoever) that
arise or result from the use, reproduction or distribution of your Software Application Product, documentation, or pro-
motional or sales materials.

CONSTRUCTIONSOFT.COM TRADEMARKS AND TRADENAMES: You may not refer to ConstructionSoft.com or
include any ConstructionSoft.com trademarks in or on any material except for the sole purpose of stating that a
Software Application Product may be utilized in connection with the specific ConstructionSoft.com product. In the
event you refer to ConstructionSoft.com or include the trademarks in or on any program materials or any packaging,
marketing, or advertising materials, the trade name or trademarks must be accompanied with the following footnote
disclaimer printed in a clearly legible manner on the same page in no smaller than ten-point type: This product is
not manufactured, approved, or supported by ConstructionSoft.com Corporation.

BETA VERSION ADDENDUM TO THE GENERAL LICENSE AGREEMENT

IF THIS PRODUCT IS IDENTIFIED AS A BETA VERSION, YOUR USE OF THIS PRODUCT IS GOVERNED BY
THE TERMS OF THE GENERAL LICENSE AGREEMENT AS MODIFIED BY THE TERMS OF THIS BETA VER-
SION ADDENDUM TO THE GENERAL LICENSE AGREEMENT. IN THE EVENT OF ANY CONFLICT BETWEEN
THE TERMS OF THE GENERAL LICENSE AGREEMENT AND THIS BETA VERSION ADDENDUM, THE TERMS
OF THIS BETA VERSION ADDENDUM TO THE GENERAL LICENSE AGREEMENT SHALL GOVERN. IN THE
EVENT THAT YOU ARE AN AUTHORIZED CONSTRUCTIONSOFT.COM BETA TEST SITE AND HAVE BEEN
AUTHORIZED TO TEST A BETA VERSION PRODUCT THAT HAS NOT BEEN MADE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE BY
CONSTRUCTIONSOFT.COM, YOUR USE OF THE BETA VERSION PRODUCT SHALL BE GOVERNED BY THE
TERMS OF THE BETA TEST SITE LICENSE AGREEMENT ENTERED INTO BETWEEN CONSTRUCTION-
SOFT.COM AND YOURSELF AND THE PROVISIONS SET OUT BELOW SHALL NOT APPLY.

LICENSE GRANT: ConstructionSoft.com grants to you a non-exclusive license to use the Product for evaluation and
trial purposes only for a limited time. This license does not entitle you to hard-copy documentation, support or tele-
phone assistance. While ConstructionSoft.com intends to distribute a commercial release of the Product,
ConstructionSoft.com reserves the right at any time not to release a commercial release of the Product or, if
released, to alter prices, features, licensing terms, or other characteristics of the commercial release.

TERMINATION: The license granted under this Beta Addendum will terminate thirty (30) days following
ConstructionSoft.com’s release of a commercial release of the Product. The license will terminate automatically if
you fail to comply with the limitations described herein.You must destroy all copies of the Product upon termination.

DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTIES: USER ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THE PRODUCT IS A PRE-RELEASE PROD-
UCT AND IS PROVIDED ON AN “AS IS” BASIS AND WITHOUT WARRANTY. THE PRODUCT MAY CONTAIN
BUGS, ERRORS AND OTHER PROBLEMS THAT COULD CAUSE SYSTEM FAILURES OR MAY NOT PERFORM
ALL FUNCTIONS FOR WHICH IT IS INTENDED OR REPRESENTED AND THE USE OF THE PRODUCT IS
ENTIRELY AT THE USER’S RISK. THIS DISCLAIMER IS IN LIEU OF ALL WARRANTIES WHETHER EXPRESS
OR IMPLIED, ARISING BY STATUTE, OPERATION OF LAW OR OTHERWISE, INCLUDING IMPLIED WAR-
RANTIES AND CONDITIONS OF MERCHANTABILITY, MERCHANTABLE QUALITY, SATISFACTORY QUALITY
OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.



OVERVIEW

EstimatorPRO 5.0 is an Excel-based program that uses the power and intuitiveness of Excel to enable you
to create accurate estimates to the desired level of detail. EstimatorPRO 5.0 operates using 3 files:
EstimatorPRO.xlt, EstimatorPRODB.xls, and EstimatorPRO Addin.xla.

EstimatorPRO.xlt is a template that when opened, creates a new file (EstimatorPRO1.xls). This new file
can be saved with a recognizable project name such as “Lot 12 Country Cove.xls”. This workbook
(EstimatorPRO1.xls—or whatever name you may have saved it as) contains the Cost Breakdown
Summary sheet, a cost summary of all the phases of construction. The Cost Breakdown Summary sheet
pulls in company overhead and profit, and calculates a bid amount for the project.

The EstimatorPRO1.xls workbook also holds all of the detailed estimating sheets for each of the phases
of the project. Detail estimating sheets allow the estimator to choose the level of estimating to perform. A
lump sum or an allowance can be entered for each phase of construction. For most detail sheets, a unit
cost can alternatively be used to calculate a cost (i.e. cost per SF). Another method of estimating to choose
from is the detailed estimate. For each phase of construction, detailed estimates can be quickly created
from which purchase orders are generated. The cost total from each of the detail sheets is automatically
linked back to the Summary sheet.

Key takeoff numbers, such as Finished Floor SF and Footing Length can be entered into the Key
Information sheet. These numbers are then utilized throughout the estimating program, which saves the
estimator from entering information more than once.

EstimatorPRODB.xls is a workbook that contains all of the database items and corresponding units and
unit costs. Costs may be stored for 3 or more suppliers or tradecontractors. You may change or add items
to any of the databases.

The database is a file that can be constantly updated while you work on your estimates. As you update
costs, change items, etc., you should save the file.

The database may be saved under different names (i.e. “March 2002.xls”) so that historical costs can be kept.
Also, the estimating detail workbook can be connected to any database that you have saved.The last sheet in
the estimating detail workbook (Figure 2.4) walks you through the process of connecting different databases.

EstimatorPRO Addin.xla is an add-in file that contains the procedures or macros. It is the engine that
runs the automated features of EstimatorPRO. It is not a file that you need to change, save, or worry about.

System Requirements
To use this software, it is recommended that you have Microsoft® Excel 2000 or higher installed on
your computer. Some of the features of EstimatorPRO are not available in Microsoft® Excel 97. If you
already own an earlier version of Microsoft® Excel, you can purchase the upgrade to Microsoft® Excel
2000 for a reduced price. Microsoft® Excel 2000 runs on Windows 2000, Windows NT, and Windows
XP.

If you want to use QuickBooks Pro with EstimatorPRO 5.0, you will need QuickBooks Pro 2002, 2003
or QuickBooks Premiere Contractor Edition.

Your hardware will make a big difference to how well Excel performs. A minimum of 32 megabytes of
RAM memory is required. Anything above that would be preferred.Your computer’s processor should
be at least 133 megahertz. Most new processors run at 800-megahertz speed or faster.

vii
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Installing EstimatorPRO
1. Click the Start menu button (the button on the lower left of the Windows screen) and choose Run.
2.Then click on the Browse button and navigate to the location of the CD drive (usually the E or D drive).
3. Select the Setup.exe file and click the Open button.
4. Verify that the name of the file is correct and press OK. The files will be installed to the C:\Program

Files\EstimatorPRO subdirectory.

EstimatorPRO comes with an Add-in file (EstimatorPRO Addin.xla), which is the engine that runs
EstimatorPRO. The setup program will make the add-in file available for use by Microsoft Excel.

Upgrading EstimatorPRO
If you are a current user of EstimatorPRO and are upgrading to a newer version, you must uninstall the
current version of EstimatorPRO before installing the upgrade version.
1. Before uninstalling the current version of EstimatorPRO, you will want to back up the database file

(EstimatorPRO DB.xls) by saving it as a different name (i.e. EstimatorPRO DBJan2002.xls) to a different
directory.

2. To uninstall the current version of EstimatorPRO, click the Start Menu, click Settings, Control
Panel, Add/Remove Programs, and then select the current version of EstimatorPRO and click
the Remove button.

3. Once the old version of EstimatorPRO has been removed, check that the add-in has also been deleted.
Open Excel, click on Tools, Add-Ins and uncheck the box next to Estimatorproaddin (Figure 1.1). A
box may appear to confirm that you want to remove the add-in. Click Yes.

FIGURE 1.1 REMOVING THE ESTIMATORPRO ADD-IN

4. You can now install the upgraded version of EstimatorPRO by following the steps listed above (Installing
EstimatorPRO).



1

ix

Common Problems
Sluggishness or Crashes when Opening or Saving EstimatorPRO
If you notice that EstimatorPRO is particularly slow when you try to open or save, exit all of the applica-
tions. Then, open My Computer from the desktop (or open the Explorer from the Start menu), delete
the files from the Temp folders, especially the C:\Windows\Temp\mso.emf files (i.e. mso10E.emf).

NOTE: If you are having a hard time locating the .mso or .emf files, click the Start menu, Search, and

then enter either mso or emf and click Search. Any of these files that are found in Temp folders should

be deleted. You will notice an immediate improvement in speed when using EstimatorPRO.

Technical Support
Technical Support for EstimatorPRO:

ConstructionSoft, Inc.
1552 E 1940 N
Lehi, UT 84043
(877) 529-2763  Toll Free
(801) 768-1742
support@constructionsoft.com
info@constructionsoft.com

Help in making custom changes to your EstimatorPRO can be contracted at an hourly rate.



CHAPTER 1 Introducing EstimatorPRO

Builders and remodelers agree that the amount of time that it takes to complete an accurate estimate is
the number one problem with estimating. Computers have made it possible to create detailed and accu-
rate estimates in a fraction of the time that it takes to do by hand (paper and pencil method). Yet, those
who use computerized estimating systems often complain that their software is too complex or too difficult
to use. Other criticisms are that the software is too expensive or it does not meet their needs because the
software doesn't "estimate the way I do it."   

An increasing number of construction professionals are using computer spreadsheets to solve their esti-
mating problems. The benefits of using computerized spreadsheets for estimating are:

• They are inexpensive; most builders and remodelers already own spreadsheets programs that were
installed on their computers when they purchased them.

• They are easy to use.

• They can be customized to your style of estimating.

• They are fast.

• They are powerful.

Spreadsheet estimating allows for easy customization and can reduce the time it takes to do an estimate
to one or two hours.

EstimatorPRO is an economical Microsoft® Excel-based estimating spreadsheet template that is designed
for those who require powerful estimating capabilities. Its intuitive quality makes it possible to learn in just
minutes. It can easily be customized to meet your estimating needs. You will gain greater confidence in
your estimates while, literally, saving hours of time for each estimate that you complete.

New Features and Improvements for EstimatorPRO 5.0
Integrates with QuickBooks Pro
(2002, 2003, and QuickBooks Premiere Contractor Edition) 
• Export estimates directly to QuickBooks.

• Export purchase orders directly to QuickBooks.

• Keep track of contacts, whether they are suppliers, trade tradecontractors or customers with the new
Contacts database. Easily sort and organize your contact information to suit your needs. Import existing
contact information directly from QuickBooks.

• Export Estimate and POs to Text Files or Excel Files. This feature is for users who are not using QB for
their accounting. Users can send the estimate and/or purchase orders to a text file or excel file which
can then be imported into an accounting system.

1
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Organize Estimates
• Arrange the Cost Estimate Summary Sheet in the order that you create estimates.

Course of Construction 
NAHB Chart of Accounts 
CSI Master Format

• Project Information Sheet—This sheet summarizes the information for the job. This information is used
to send estimates and purchase orders to the correct job in QuickBooks.

Improved Design
• Advanced Sorting and grouping capabilities. Search capabilities make it easy to find what you're

looking for.

• Automatically update your entire estimate by linking items to multiple phases of construction.

• Improved Key Information form. Key information that is used throughout an estimate can more easily be
organized and used to speed up the estimating process.

Improved Summary Sheet Customization
• More easily add and rearrange Custom Phases to the Summary sheet.



CHAPTER 2 Getting Started

EstimatorPRO makes use of circular references. If you do not have Microsoft®
Excel's Iteration feature enabled, you will need to open Excel and initiate the itera-
tion feature that is needed for the circular references to function.

Go to Tools, Options, Calculation on the Menu toolbar and click the box next to Iteration
(see Figure 2.1)

FIGURE 2.1: TURN ON ITERATION TO ALLOW FOR CIRCULAR REFERENCES

Opening EstimatorPRO
To open EstimatorPRO, click the Start menu, Program Files, and select EstimatorPRO then
EstimatorPRO 5.0.

This action opens EstimatorPRO.xlt, which is a template file that opens as EstimatorPRO1. If you open
a second instance of EstimatorPRO.xlt, the file name will be EstimatorPRO2 and so forth.

When Excel opens files that contain macros (procedure code which performs the functions of the spread-
sheet) it will display a warning sign letting you know that the workbook contains macros. Because macros

3



2

4

from unknown sources can contain viruses, the displayed pop-up box allows you to stop the workbook from
loading the macros.

Check the box Always Trust This Source.
Choose Enable Macros.

NOTE: When opening with Windows 2000 or XP for the first time, you will be prompted with the question,
"Is this file from a trusted source?" You can check the "always trust" box (Figure 2.2) and click on Enable
Macros so that in the future, you won't be asked if you want to enable macros each time you open
EstimatorPRO.

FIGURE 2.2 CHECK THE "ALWAYS TRUST MACROS" AND "ENABLE MACROS"

As the file opens, a box will open (see Figure 2.3) asking if you want to update links or keep the existing
information.

Click No.

Because the EstimatorPRO1.xls file has links to the database file (EstimatorPRO DB.xls), it asks if you
want to connect those links without opening the database file. If you answer Yes, the computer will freeze
up while trying to open all of the links. It's better to say No and wait until the database file is opened to
automatically establish all the links.

FIGURE 2.3 UPDATE LINKED INFORMATION

Saving Your File
Once the EstimatorPRO1.xls file is open, it is wise to save it with the name of the project that you are esti-
mating (for example, Meadow Brook 37.xls). You may also wish to put the current date in the name of
the estimate (for example, MB37 Jan 15 2004).
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1. To use the Save As, function the original disk must be in the CD-ROM disk drive.
2. To save the file with a new name, click File, Save As and enter the name of the file and choose the

location where you want to save the file.

Choosing Your Database
You will normally want to use the default database; C:\Program Files\EstimatorPro\
EstimatorProDB.xls. There are times when you may want to connect the estimating detail sheets to
a different database, such as when comparing current costs with historic costs or connecting with a spe-
cialty database. After EstimatorPRO is opened, you will want to choose which database to use. The
database holds all of your pricing information including item descriptions, quantities and formulas (to
calculate quantities), units, and unit costs.

1. Move to the last sheet in the Estimator by moving to the last sheet tab and clicking on the tab name
DatabaseLinks.

OR
Move by clicking either on the Preview Sheets button or the Go To Sheet button on the EstimatorPRO
Navigation Toolbar (see Figure 2.4) and select the DatabaseLinks sheet (see Figure 2.5).

2. Click on the Change Database Link button and navigate to the database that you want to use. The
EstimatorPRO Database.xls is the default database and is located in the C:\Program
Files\EstimatorPRO directory. It is a good idea to create a separate folder to store additional data-
bases, for example, C:\Projects\Databases.

FIGURE 2.4 PREVIEW SHEETS AND GO TO SHEET BUTTONS

FIGURE 2.5 DATABASE LINKS SHEET

Occasionally, as you make updates to your cost data, you may want to save a copy
of your database with the current date so that you have an historical record of your
prices (for example, EstimatorPRO Database Feb 8, 2004.xls).

New User
Highlight
What if no disk?



CHAPTER 3 Navigation and Utilities

There are two toolbars that come with EstimatorPRO: the EstimatorPRO Navigation Toolbar and the
EstimatorPRO Utilities Toolbar.These toolbars can be placed in the most convenient locations for your use.
You can move a toolbar by clicking near the inside edge of the toolbar and dragging it to a new location on
the screen.

NOTE: Click on the gray area of the toolbar with the left mouse button and while holding the button down,
drag the toolbar to the desired location on edge of the screen typically near the top with the other toolbars.

The EstimatorPRO Navigation Toolbar
The EstimatorPRO Utilities Toolbar has eight different buttons (See Figure 3.1). These buttons help with
moving and finding your way around the estimating sheets.

FIGURE 3.1 ESTIMATORPRO UTILITIES TOOLBAR

GoTo Summary
This button will always take you to the Summary sheet from whichever sheet you may be working
on in EstimatorPRO.

GoTo Detail
Clicking this button when working with the database sheets will take you to the corresponding
detail sheet.

GoTo Database
Clicking this button when working with the detail sheets will take you to the corresponding data-
base sheet.

Preview Sheets
By clicking on the Preview Sheets button (see Figure 3.2), you can see all the worksheets in chrono-
logical order or in alphabetical order.You can also preview the sheets before you activate them. By click-
ing on the 4-directional arrows, you can move the view of a previewed sheet.You can preview the pre-
ceding or the following sheet by clicking either the Prev(ious) arrow button or the Next arrow button.

6



FIGURE 3.2 LIST OF SHEETS IN CURRENT WORKBOOK 

FIGURE 3.3 GO TO SHEET BUTTON
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Go To Sheet
Clicking the Go To Sheet button drops a list of worksheets to choose from. Click
the desired worksheet to activate it. The list can be displayed in alphabetical
order or in the sequence of the sheet tabs.

GoTo Previous Sheet
Activates the sheet to the left of the active sheet.

GoTo Next Sheet
Activates the sheet to the right of the active sheet.

The Back Sheet Button
The last button on the EstimatorPRO Navigation Toolbar is the Back Sheet button. Clicking the Back
Sheet button activates the sheet that was active previous to the one currently active. This button is
useful in getting back to whatever sheet you were just on.

NOTE: Remember, you can move any toolbar to any location on the screen, top, bottom, left side, or right
side, whichever is most comfortable for you to work with.

The EstimatorPRO Utilities Toolbar
The Utilities Toolbar has seven buttons (see Figure 3.4). These buttons provide helpful estimating utilities
and perform powerful spreadsheet tasks.

FIGURE 3.4 THE ESTIMATORPRO UTILITIES TOOLBAR

Key Information Button
The first button on the Utilities Toolbar, the Key Information button, accesses information from the Key
Information worksheet. The Key Information sheet holds important information that will be used through-
out the estimate such as square footage data, material tax rates, and desired overhead and profit per-
centages, etc. You can learn more in detail about this function in Chapter 4, General Overview.

Pop Up Calculator Button
The Pop Up Calculator has a general calculator, a Loan and Amortization calculator, and a Lumber cal-
culator. Instruction on how to use the calculator is given in Chapter 9, Specialty Calculators.

Page Utilities
The Page Utilities toolbar selection (Figure 3.5) has a number of powerful features that help to make your
job easier. Each is described below.
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FIGURE 3.5 PAGE UTILITIES MENU

Purchase Order
The Purchase Order button can be selected to create purchase orders for vendors and trade contractors.
See Chapter 4 General Overview for additional help on how to create a purchase order.

Change Order
The Purchase Order sheet can be clicked to create change orders for vendors and trade contractors. See
Chapter 4 General Overview for additional help on how to create a change order.

Insert Row
This button is to be used primarily on the Database sheets. It can be used to insert rows between items to
add new items to the database. Be sure that you are inside the named range of cells that make up the
database.
1. To verify that all of your database items fit within the database's named range, with the database sheet

active (showing), click on the Show Names button and click on the database name (for example,
EntryDoorDB).

2. If all the database items are not within the selected area of the named range, then click the Change Refer
(Change Reference) button and change the reference of the name by selecting all of the cells that
should be part of the database.

NOTE:You can also insert a row (above a selected line) by right mouse clicking on the row number (on the
left side of the sheet) and clicking insert. If you need to delete a row, right mouse click on the row number
and click delete.

Percent Change
See "Percent Change" under "Database Utilities" in Chaper 7, Database Utilities.

Show Names
This button shows the names of cells and ranges in the active sheet (see Naming Cells and Ranges of
Cells). Clicking a name will activate the cell and display its value in the edit bar (Figure 3.6).You can quick-
ly see which cells the names refer to and you can change the references of the cells or ranges of cells that
the names refer to. You can hide, unhide, or find named ranges of cells.
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FIGURE 3.6 NAMED CELLS AND RANGES ON THE ACTIVE SHEET

Show Product ID
The supplier's product identification number can be displayed on the detailed estimating sheet by select-
ing Show Product ID from the Page Utilities menu. Product IDs can be input while in the database by
clicking on the Database icon in the toolbar and then selecting the Edit Product ID button.

Print Sheets
This menu selection allows you to print any or all worksheets in the workbook. You can name a group of
worksheets so that you can print that group with one command. You can also choose to fit printed work-
sheets to one sheet.

Reset Project
This menu item will clear all of the items from the estimate and zero out any quantities and item costs.

AutoFit Section
The AutoFit button will remove any blank lines in a detailed item list.

Reset Page
This menu item will clear all of the items on a worksheet and zero out any quantities and item costs.

Reset Section
This menu item will only clear the items in a section and zero out any associated quantities and item costs.



CHAPTER 4 General Overview (How to Use EstimatorPRO)

There are three types of worksheets in EstimatorPRO that you will use to estimate: the Cost Breakdown
Summary sheet, various Detail sheets, and the Project Information and Key Information sheets.

The Cost Breakdown Summary Sheet
The first sheet you see when you open EstimatorPRO is the Cost Breakdown Summary Sheet (see Figure
4.1). The Summary Sheet is a compilation all the costs of a project; all the detail sheets are summarized
on a single worksheet. Company overhead and profit are also added to the material, labor, and equipment
costs to determine the final sales or bid price.

FIGURE 4.1 ESTIMATORPRO SUMMARY SHEET

11
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Detail Sheets
Figure 4.2 shows a typical detail sheet. The detail sheet is where items are selected for take-off, quantities
are entered, and costs are automatically extended. You may choose between two methods of estimating-
either lump sum bid (or allowance) or detailed estimating. By clicking the Detail Estimate option button and
then clicking the Add Item button, detailed items can be selected for the take-off. Quantities can then be
entered. Some quantities are automatically calculated and entered based on the formulas that are in the
QTY column in the database. The estimating method you choose will determine which value to use in cost
Breakdown Summary Sheet.

FIGURE 4.2 TYPICAL DETAIL SHEET
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The Database
All of the item descriptions, QTY formulas, units and unit costs that are used in the detail sheets are stored
in EstimatorPRO's database workbook (C:\Program Files\EstimatorPro\EstimatorProDB.xls).
You can delete, add, or modify items and enter unit costs based on a specific supplier or trade tradecon-
tractor (Figure 4.3). You can enter default quantities into the QTY column or formula's that automatically
calculate quantities can be entered or you can just leave the value blank and let the estimator enter the
quantity at the time of take-off.

FIGURE 4.3 GARAGE DOOR DATABASE
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Key Information and Project Info Sheets
The Key Information worksheet stores important information about a project, such as square footage data,
material tax rates, and desired overhead and profit percentages (Figure 4.3—behind the Key Information
pop-up box). The first button on the EstimatorPRO Sheet Utilities launches the Key Information pop-up
form (see Figure 4.4-foreground). This screen displays key information from the Key Information worksheet
that is directly related to the estimating of a specific detail sheet. The information on the Key Information
worksheet can be used in formulas and to enter quantities throughout the estimate.

FIGURE 4.4 KEY INFORMATION FORM 

You can use the Key Information pop-up form (Figure 4.5) to quickly check important values, insert values
into the worksheet or to create links from the Key Info sheet to a cell, or to calculate areas and waste.
1. Activate the Key Information form by clicking the red key on the EstimatorPRO Sheet Utilities

toolbar.
2. To insert a value from the form into a worksheet (Figure 4.5), click on a cell in the worksheet, click the

value that you want to insert from the Key Information form, then click Insert.

Information in the Key Information worksheet can be modified directly on the sheet or through the Key
Information form. When you change a value that is shown in the Key Information pop-up form, it will auto-
matically update (change) the value in the Key Information worksheet.
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FIGURE 4.5 USING KEY INFORMATION POP-UP BOX TO ENTER DATA INTO ROOFING DETAIL SHEET

The Key Information Form shows only those indices from the Key Information sheet that you choose. You
can select which indices to show in the Key Information form by clicking on the Edit Sections button. The
Edit Key Information form (Figure 4.6) is displayed. You can choose which key items to display for each
detail sheet, and you can arrange the order that the key items appear when the Key Information button is
clicked.

FIGURE 4.6 EDIT KEY INFORMATION SECTIONS FORM

4
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The Project Information Sheet
The project information sheet stores important information about the project (Figure 4.7). Some of the infor-
mation that is entered in the Project Information worksheet is used in other parts of the estimate. Other
information is for your reference only. Some of the Project and Customer information is used on the Cost
Breakdown Summary sheet and on some of the other reports. The project customer names are required
information for exporting the estimate to QuickBooks.

FIGURE 4.7 PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET

There may be times when you want to start over on a project. To clear out all of the selections and quan-
tities, click Page Utilities on the EstimatorPRO Utilities toolbar and then click Reset Project.
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Creating a Purchase Order
Once you have completed a detailed estimate, a purchase order can be created using EstimatorPRO.
Let's use a Framing Material detail sheet that has a list of items needed for the floor framing (Figure 4.8).

To add items to the Purchase Order:
1. Select the items from the detail sheet that you want to be included in the purchase order.
2. Select Purchase Order from the Page Utilities toolbar. A form pops up with the information that will

be sent to the purchase order (Figure 4.8).
3. Check to ensure the items, quantities, units, unit costs, and subtotal are correct.

NOTE: With the Items to Include in Purchase Order pop-up box showing, items from other detail sheets can
be added by first, selecting the items on the detail sheet to add and then by clicking on the first open cell
under the "Description" column and clicking the Add button.

FIGURE 4.8 PURCHASE ORDER FORM

4. Once all the desired items are included on the pop-up purchase order form, click the Create PO button.
The items will be added to the purchase order sheet (Figure 4.9).

The Auto check box allows you to have the computer automatically place the estimate items in the Insert
Purchase Order Items box and should normally be checked. With the check mark off, you can enter esti-
mate items in the columns that you prefer.
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FIGURE 4.9 COMPLETED PURCHASE ORDER

The vendor or tradecontractor information and the ship to address can be manually entered or automati-
cally entered by clicking the Choose Supplier/Vendor button and the Choose Ship to Address button.

The completed purchase order can then be saved to the workbook or to another workbook by clicking the
Save Purchase Order button. Items in the PO or on the whole page can be cleared by clicking the Reset
Items or the Reset Page buttons. Product IDs that are associated with PO items can also be displayed on
this sheet.

For instructions on exporting purchase orders to QuickBooks, see Chapter 8, QuickBooks Interface.

Creating and Keeping Track of Change Orders
All change orders are summarized on the Cost Breakdown Summary sheet. A change order is created
from a detail estimate worksheet. By clicking the Change Order from the Page Utilities menu on the Utilities
toolbar, a change order detail sheet is created. Select additional items and their quantities (or negative
quantities if you are reducing the original estimate).

All change orders are recorded in the Change Order Summary Sheet. The totals of Change Orders for
each phase can also be displayed on the Cost Breakdown Summary sheet (click Change Order
(Show/Hide) from the Summary menu item on the Utilities toolbar).

4



CHAPTER 5 Summary Sheet

The first sheet you see when you open EstimatorPRO is the Cost Breakdown Summary Sheet (see Figure
5.1). The Summary Sheet compiles all of the costs of a project. Company overhead and profit are also
added to the material, labor, and equipment costs to determine the final sales or bid price.

FIGURE 5.1 COST BREAKDOWN SUMMARY SHEET

Summary Sheet Dropdown Menu Options
There are several buttons that will help you when working with the Summary sheet. While some buttons
are located right on the Summary sheet, most are located in the Summary drop-down menu on the
EstimatorPRO Utilities toolbar (Figure 5.2).

19
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FIGURE 5.2 COST BREAKDOWN SUMMARY SHEET BUTTONS

Customize Summary Sheet Button
The Summary sheet can be customized to meet your individual estimating needs. Custom phases can
easily be added to the phases that already exist and phases that you won't be using can be hidden on the
Summary sheet. The order that phases appear on the summary sheet can also be changed. The first of
the selections on the Summary drop-down menu is the Customize Summary button. When clicked, it opens
the Change Summary Order dialog box (Figure 5.3).

FIGURE 5.3 CUSTOMIZE SUMMARY BUTTON
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To Create a Custom Phase
1. When the pop-up dialog box appears, be sure a checkbox next to the Show Hidden Phases box is

checked.
2. Choose one of the custom worksheets by clicking on the sheet name (Custom 1 through Custom 30)

and then clicking the Unhide button.
3. Close the pop-up box and you will see the custom phase shown on the Cost Breakdown Summary

sheet.

To Rename a Custom Phase
1. Click on the hyperlinked custom phase name that you just created (i.e. Custom 1) in the Cost Breakdown

Summary Sheet. It will send you to the Custom 1 detail sheet.
2. Click the Change Sheet Name button and type in the name that you have chosen for the new worksheet

(the new phase name).
3. If you have not already opened EstimatorPRO's Database, you will be asked if you want to open it at

this time. Click YES. The new phase name will now be shown on the Cost Breakdown Summary, the
Customer Summary, the Executive Summary, and the Change Order Summary sheets.

To Move the Location of Phase on the Summary Sheets
1. First, click the Customize Summary Button from the Summary dropdown menu.
2. In the Select Phase to Move box, select the phase that you want to move (typically, the new phase name

you have created).
3. In the lower box, the Move Above Phase box, select the phase above which you want to move the phase

that listed in the upper box (the Select Phase to Move box).
4. Then, click the Move button. The phase will be moved to the new location on all of the summary sheets.

Make your changes in EstimatorPRO permanent
The file that contains the Summary sheet and all of the Detail sheets and Reports is EstimatorPRO.xlt, a
template file, that when opened, creates a copy of itself and is named (EstimatorPRO1.xls). If you open
EstimatorPRO again, this second instance of EstimatorPRO is named EsitmatorPro2.xls, and so on.These
files EstimatorPRO1.xls, EstimatorPRO2.xls etc., can be saved with names referring to specific jobs (i.e.
Johnson.xls or 35 Crystal Springs.xls).

If you make a change to EstimatorPRO that you want to make permanent, in other words, the changes are
present every time you open EstimatorPRO, you will need to save these changes over the original
EstimatorPRO.xlt file. To do this:
1. Open EstimatorPRO.
2. Make the desired changes.
3. Click File/Save As and choose Template (*.xlt) from the Save as Type drop-down box (Figure 5.4).
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FIGURE 5.4 CREATING A NEW ESTIMATORPRO TEMPLATE FILE

4. Click on the Save In box's down-arrow and navigate to C:\Program Files\Estimator Pro and click
on the existing EstimatorPro.xlt file (Figure 5.5).

5. Verify that the name in the File name box is EstimatorPro.xlt.
6. Click Save.

FIGURE 5.5 SAVING THE NEW TEMPLATE FILE ESTIMATORPRO.XLT

The next time that EstimatorPRO is opened, you will see the changes that you have saved.
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Show Estimate Totals
When the Show Estimate Totals button is clicked from the Summary drop-down menu, the Estimate Totals
pop-up box is displayed (Figure 5.6). This box can be positioned in an out-of-the-way location on your
screen where it will stay while you are working on your estimate. It immediately displays the bottom-line
effects of any change that you make to the estimate.

FIGURE 5.6 SHOW ESTIMATE TOTALS

Percentage of Total
By clicking the % of Total button, an additional column on the Cost Breakdown Summary sheet displays
the estimated amount for each phase as a percentage of the total sales price 

Price per Square Foot
By clicking the Price / SF button, an additional column on the Cost Breakdown Summary sheet displays
the estimated amount for each phase as a price per SF.

Total of Draws or Disbursements
By clicking the Total Draws button, an additional column on the Cost Breakdown Summary sheet displays
the total of all of the actual bank draws or disbursements for a particular phase.

Actual Bid
By clicking the Actual Bid button, an additional column on the Cost Breakdown Summary sheet is dis-
played where you can enter an actual bid amount which can be compared to the estimated amount for
each phase; however, the bid total is determined from the estimated costs and not the actual bid amounts.

The Customer Bid Form
The Customer Bid Proposal Form (see Figure 5.7) can be used in putting together a
bid proposal for a project. The customer bid can display the total bid price including
the cost breakdown for each of the phases or the cost breakdown figures can be hid-
den so that only the total bid price is on the form.
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FIGURE 5.7 CUSTOMER BID FORM

1. You can select the phases that you want to show on the bid form by clicking the Edit Bid Proposal
Item(s) button on the right side of the page. The Customer Bid Phase-Selection Form will be dis-
played (see Figure 5.8).

2. Click the boxes of the phases to include on the bid form. It may be that you only want to show
allowance items in the bid.

3. You can save selections that you might use multiple times by giving the selection a name. The
named selections can be retrieved to quickly produce a customer bid.

FIGURE 5.8 CUSTOMER BID PHASE-SELECTION FORM

Your company information can be entered on the form and the customer information is linked to the
Cost Breakdown Summary sheet and if already entered on the Summary sheet will automatically dis-
play on the bid form. Contractor and Payment notes can also be made on the bid form.
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Change Order
By clicking the Change Order button, an additional column on the Cost Breakdown Summary sheet displays
the total of any change orders that have been made for each phase. The Include Change Orders in Variance
button (to the right of the Cost Breakdown Summary sheet) will add the amount of the change order to the
estimated cost so that actual disbursements (or bank draws) will be subtracted from the sum of the two
figures. See the section on Creating and Keeping Track of Change Orders in Chapter 4.

Completed Phases
By clicking the Completed Phases button, an additional column is displayed just to the left of the phase
descriptions. Because some values in the estimate are automatically calculated, this feature allows you to
manually "check off" phases that are complete and have been checked for accuracy. By clicking on the
space next to the phase description, a "..." is added next to the description of the completed phase.

Export Summary to Text File
To export a text file that contains the phase descriptions, estimate amounts, and change order amounts,
click the Export Summary To Text File button. This is very useful when sending budget information to
accounting software other than QuickBooks.

Export Summary to QuickBooks
This menu option allows you to export your Estimate Summary into your QuickBooks file. See Chapter 8
QuickBooks Interface for full details on using this feature.

Add Draws Button
The Cost Breakdown Summary Sheet allows you to see the total of the draws (disbursements). The Add
Draws button will create more columns for keeping track of actual expenditures. You also can delete Draw
columns. You can also keep track of estimates as a percentage of the total bid. This can be very useful
when checking the accuracy of your estimates. To see the percentages of the estimated amounts, click the
Show % of Total button.

Goto SelectSubs Button
You may want to keep track of trade contractors or suppliers that will be used for a specific job. You can
quickly select tradecontractors and suppliers for each job by clicking the GoTo Sheet menu item on the
EstimatorPRO Navigation toolbar and selecting SubSelect from the list of detail sheets.
1. To change a trade contractor or supplier for the project, select the work type (i.e. Lumber) and click the

bar to the left (see Figure 5.9).
2. Select the trade contractor or supplier by double clicking the name. The cursor will automatically move

down to the next supplier or tradecontractor selection.

You may close the window or move to another work type by clicking on the up or down arrows on the
Choose Sub/Supplier window.
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FIGURE 5.9 SELECTING A TRADE CONTRACTOR OR SUPPLIER FOR THE PROJECT



CHAPTER 6 Detail Sheets

Figure 6.1 shows a typical detail sheet. The detail sheet is where items are selected for take-off, and quan-
tities are entered and costs are extended. You may choose the method of estimating-either lump sum bid
(or allowance) or you may choose the detailed estimating method. The method you choose will copy the
corresponding estimated cost to the Summary sheet.

To do a lump sum estimate:
1. Click on the green box and enter your amount. The total will appear in the cell to the right. If you return

to the Summary Sheet, you will see that cost.

To do a detailed estimate:
1. Click the Click Here button next to Add Item. A window called Material DB will pop up. It contains a

list of items in the database (see Figure 6.1) specific to the open detail sheet (in this case, the Garage
Door database is open). You may select any or all of the items on the list.

2. With the Material DB form open (Figure 6.2), items from the database may be added to the detail
sheet or inserted between items that have already been entered into the detail sheet.

The items will be brought into the detail sheet along with quantities and unit prices, either of which may be
changed directly on the detail sheet. The quantities are either default values on the database or are for-
mulas that calculate the quantities based on take-off values that you have entered either in the Key
Information sheet, in the active detail sheet, or in another detail sheet.

\\\

FIGURE 6.1 GARAGE DOOR DETAIL SHEET 
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FIGURE 6.2 ADD ITEMS TO ESTIMATE/MATERIAL DB

Labor may be added as a line item in the detailed materials list and for most sheets, the labor can be cal-
culated for individual items as either dollar costs per unit or man-hour costs per unit (see Figure 6.3). For
the detailed materials list, labor can be entered as labor per hour, labor per SF or LF.You may choose the
lump sum line item, the line item unit cost, or both.

Sales tax may be added to the material costs by checking the tax box. Sales tax will not be calculated for
labor (item descriptions that begin with labor are added to the Labor Subtotal and are not taxed).

FIGURE 6.3 WINDOWS DETAIL

Material Database Window Buttons
Edit DB Button: displays the database for
editing.

Insert Line DB Button: Lets you add an
item in the database. The line is inserted
immediately above the item you select in the
"Material DB" window.

Undo Button: You may undo an entry that
was made by mistake by clicking the Undo
button. There is also a checkbox that, when
checked, allows you to enter the quantities as
you select the items you want in the estimate.
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Specialized Detail Sheets
Many of the Detail Sheets in EstimatorPRO follow the same basic rules. There are, however, a few Detail
sheets that have specific functions, such as the Concrete Detail sheet, Framing Detail sheet, and
Foundation Detail Sheet.

Concrete Detail Sheet
PSI / Bag Mix (Sack Mix): Bag mix or Sack mix refers to the strength of concrete. It designates the num-
ber of bags or sacks of cement used per cubic yard of concrete (i.e., 5 Bag mix specifies 5 bags of con-
crete per CY).

The conversion of Bag Mix to PSI is roughly:
Bag Mix PSI
5 2500
5.5 3000
6 3500
6.5 4000
7 4500

If you prefer to designate concrete strength by using PSI instead of bag mix or sack mix, go to the
Concrete Database sheet (ConcreteDB) and type in the psi ratings in place of the bags per CY (Bag
Mix). Reselect the preferred strengths for the footing and foundation concrete (on the FootingsDB and on
the bottom of the Foundation Detail sheet.

Footing and Foundation Detail Sheets
The Footing and Foundation Detail sheets are similar to each other but are a bit different than many of the
other detail sheets in the workbook. There are multiple sections that combine to establish the total bid
price. As with other detailed sheets, the Footing and Foundation Detail sheets allow you to choose whether
or not to use a lump sum amount for the estimate or to use detailed estimating (Figure 6.4). The Footing
and Foundation detail sheets also have sections to input the specifications for a particular job, such as
rebar spacing and waste factor.

There are two levels of detail for estimating these two phases. Since both are very similar, let's look specif-
ically at the Foundation estimate. The first level of detail is based on cost per LF of foundation. For this
example:
1. Click Add Item next to Foundation and choose the wall heights and thicknesses.
2. Enter the LF of wall for each type of wall.
3. Choose the tradecontractor who will be performing the work.

The cost for this method of estimating typically includes labor for forming and placing the concrete, the
concrete itself, steel, and other miscellaneous items. In this case, the tradecontractor charges $15.15 per
LF for 4-foot foundation walls and $23.95 per LF for 8-foot foundation walls. The estimate for this phase
is complete.
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FIGURE 6.4 TOTAL ESTIMATE PRICE BASED ON LF OF FOUNDATION

The second level of detail involves using a trade contractor for forming and placing the concrete, but the
rebar, miscellaneous items, and the concrete are calculated separately. Following the example shown in
Figure 6.5, after selecting the type of foundations and entering the LF quantities, choose the trade con-
tractor who will be forming and placing the concrete for the foundations (labor prices only). In the
Miscellaneous section, select other items, such as steel, step-ups, door and window bucks. Enter their
quantities and select a pricing structure based on the selection of a specific supplier or tradecontractor.

NOTE: Most of the quantities in the Miscellaneous section are automatically calculated based on the LF
of foundation that you entered in the first section.

The last section is for adding the concrete costs.The quantity of concrete is automatically calculated based
on the volume of the walls and subtracting for door and window openings (Figure 6.6).

NOTE: Window opening volumes are automatically calculated when basement windows are selected when
choosing the window wells. These volumes are then subtracted from the total concrete volume.

Various factors affect the final cost per CY of concrete. Factors that affect the cost are the supplier from
whom the concrete is purchased, additives, such as calcium and hot water, and the strength rating of the
concrete. In our example we have used PSI to differentiate concrete strength. Some contractors prefer to
use the term "sack mix" or "bag mix".
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NOTE:You may change the label designations as you wish by unlocking the page (click on the Red key on
the EstimatorPRO Utilities toolbar) and by making the desired changes. To make these changes
permanent, save them over the EstimatorPro.xlt template file (See Making Permanent Changes in
Chapter 4).

Be sure to check the Include Concrete Cost in Total Price box in the concrete section to have the concrete
costs added to the total bid price.

FIGURE 6.5 TOTAL ESTIMATE PRICE BASED ON DETAILED TAKE-OFF

By completing the Window Well Detail phase before the Foundation detail sheet, quantities of window
bucks and areas of windows will automatically be used for calculations on the Foundation Detail sheet.
Note that the window wells are ordered one foot deeper than the window itself. For example, order a 4050-
36 window well for a 4040 opening where egress is required.
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FIGURE 6.6 WINDOW WELL DETAIL SHEET

Framing Detail Sheet
Framing Calculator: The Framing Detail sheet utilizes the Specialty Lumber Calculator to calculate the
framing materials needed for your project. For detailed instruction on how to use the Specialty Calculator,
see Chapter 9, Specialty Calculators.



CHAPTER 7 Database Utilities

EstimatorPRO lets you customize the database with your own information. The databases associated with
the Detail sheets can be managed through the EstimatorPRO Database Utilities toolbar.

Database Utilities Toolbar
There are four Database menu items (Figure 7.1) that you can use to keep your database up-to-date.

FIGURE 7.1 DATABASE MENU

Edit Product ID
Many suppliers have product identification codes for each one of the items they sell.The Edit Product ID
menu item (Figure 7.2) will help you to enter these ID codes into the database. ID codes can be typed in or
copied and pasted from another data sheet. Once the Close button is clicked, a comment is placed in the
appropriate supplier's unit cost. The product ID and the modification date is displayed in the comment field.

FIGURE 7.2 EDIT PRODUCT ID

Update Prices DB
This new feature to EstimatorPRO 5.0 is a powerful tool to help you keep on top of pricing changes. This
feature takes most of the work out of updating your prices. It allows suppliers to send updated prices by
email or through the Internet. By following the four steps in the Update Wizard, prices will be updated in
just a minute  throughout your database. This saves hours of your time in manually updating prices and
saves suppliers time preparing price lists and faxing them to you.

33
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1. From the EstimatorPRO database, click the Update Prices DB menu item. A wizard is displayed
(Figure 7.3), which walks you through the update process.

2. The first window asks for the file that the data will be extracted from. Browse to the file and click Next.

NOTE: The file can be an Excel file or a text file. It is a file that your supplier sends to you by email, through
the Internet, or on disk. Your suppliers should be able to export files from their databases, which contain
product IDs, item descriptions, units, and unit costs. These fields do not have to be in the order just
described.

FIGURE 7.3 UPDATE DATABASE PRICES WIZARD.

3. The wizard opens the file containing the updated pricing information (Figure 7.4). Verify that the range
of items to update is correct. (If extraneous information is on the file, it can be left out of the selection.)
Click Next.

FIGURE 7.4 VERIFY RANGE OF ITEMS TO UPDATE.
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4. Next, check the columns to verify that the location of the product ID, the unit cost, etc., are identified cor-
rectly Click Next. (Figure 7.5)

FIGURE 7.5 VERIFY LOCATION OF INFORMATION.

You can choose to update all databases, only one database, or selected databases (Figure 7.6). You can
choose to update items based on matching item descriptions or by matching product identification codes.
Also, you must choose which supplier's prices to update.

FIGURE 7.6 CHOOSE WHICH DATABASES AND SUPPLIER'S PRICES TO UPDATE.
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Percent Change Button
The Percent Change button will typically be used with the database sheets. It will change the values of
selected cells by whatever percentage (positive or negative) that you choose (Figure 7.7). The precision
for rounding can be selected from a dropdown list.
1. To enter the percentage of change, either type the value directly into the Percent Change Edit box

or click the up arrow to increase the percentage and the down arrow to decrease the percentage. If val-
ues are changed by mistake, the undo button will undo the change.

FIGURE 7.7 CHANGING THE VALUE OF CELLS BY A PERCENTAGE

Contacts Database
The Contacts database is where information on customers, suppliers, tradecontractors, employees, and
etc. can be stored (Figure 7.8). The information in the Contacts database is used in creating purchase
orders-specifically the Ship To address and the supplier or tradecontractor information.

FIGURE 7.8 CONTACTS DATABASE
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Protecting Your Database
For your protection against accidentally erasing formulas and other valuable information on your work-
sheets, the worksheets are protected by default. You cannot edit or enter information into locked cells of a
protected worksheet.

If you have to unprotect a sheet to make changes, unprotect the sheet by clicking the Unprotect button
(black key on toolbar) and then make the change. You can make changes to values, column, or row sizes,
formats, formulas, and etc. After making any changes, it is recommended that you protect the sheet again
by clicking the lock on the toolbar. This will help you from accidentally writing over a formula or other text
by mistake.



CHAPTER 8 QuickBooks Interface

EstimatorPRO 5.0 makes it possible for you to export EstimatorPRO Purchase Orders and Estimates
directly to QuickBooks.

Export Summary to QuickBooks
To begin, you must have QuickBooks open to a product-based business. Also, you need to have entered
the Project Name and the Customer Name on the Project Information sheet. If you have not com-
pleted these steps, EstimatorPRO will prompt you to do so.
1. Click the Export Summary to QB button. Your estimate will automatically be sent to QuickBooks.

EstimatorPRO will export only the information that has an amount listed in the estimate. Look at the sam-
ple estimate (Figure 8.1). (Some of the construction phases have been hidden for presentation purposes.)

FIGURE 8.1 SAMPLE ESTIMATOR PRO SUMMARY SHEET

38
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When you click Send Estimate to QB, EstimatorPRO provides a screen with the phase descriptions and the
estimated amounts (Figure 8.2).You are able to choose which records to send to QuickBooks (unchecked
items are not sent). QuickBooks Item Accounts can be assigned individually or all items may be assigned
at one time to the same account.

Once a QuickBooks item account has been assigned, EstimatorPRO remembers it and will use that
account by default the next time an estimate is sent. The customer job and address, the date, estimate
number, quantity, and unit cost may all be modified on this form.

\

FIGURE 8.2 ESTIMATING EXPORT FORM

If a QuickBooks account does not exist, a new account can be created by clicking
the down arrow next to Assign QB Item to all descriptions above and then clicking Add
New. A user form for new account information is then displayed (see Figure 8.3).
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FIGURE 8.3 ADDING NEW ACCOUNTS TO QUICKBOOKS

Click the Export button when all of the items are as you want them to be. As the estimate is successfully
transferred to QuickBooks, an information box lets you know and reminds you of the estimate number so
that you can find the estimate in QuickBooks (Figure 8.4).

FIGURE 8.4 ESTIMATE EXPORTED SUCCESSFULLY

To get to the estimate in QuickBooks, click on the Customers menu and select Estimates from the
Customer Navigator (Figure 8.5).

FIGURE 8.5 CHOOSE ESTIMATES FROM THE QUICKBOOKS CUSTOMERS MENU



8

41

Click Find to see the Find Estimates pop-up help box (Figure 8.6). Enter the estimate number; it may be
easier to copy and past it from EstimatorPRO than to try and remember the number.

FIGURE 8.6 CHOOSE ESTIMATES FROM THE QUICKBOOKS CUSTOMERS MENU

The full estimate is shown in QuickBooks (Figure 8.7).

FIGURE 8.7 QUICKBOOKS ESTIMATE WITH DATA SENT FROM ESTIMATORPRO.
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Exporting Purchase Orders to QuickBooks

If you want to export a purchase order that has been created in EstimatorPRO to QuickBooks, click the
Send PO to QuickBooks button (Figure 8.8).

FIGURE 8.8 SAMPLE ESTIMATORPRO PURCHASE ORDER

You are presented with a pop-up box (Figure 8.9). Verify that the Vendor and Ship To information are cor-
rect. The QB Item is the QuickBooks account that you want to assign individual line items. All items can
be assigned at one time by clicking the drop-down arrow next to the Assign QB Item to all descriptions
above box. New QuickBooks Item accounts may be set up by clicking the Add New option from the drop-
down list.

If individual items need to be changed, click on the QuickBooks item next to a description and a drop-down
arrow will allow you to choose an account for that item. EstimatorPRO remembers the assignments that have
been made and will default to those QuickBooks Item accounts the next time a purchase order is created.

You can also choose which items to send to QuickBooks by checking the boxes to the left on each line.
They default to the checked position and if you don't want an item sent to QuickBooks, uncheck the box
by clicking on it.

> DEMO
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FIGURE 8.9 EXPORT PURCHASE ORDERS TO QUICKBOOKS

When the purchase order export screen has been completed, click Export. If the export was successful,
you will receive a feedback screen letting you know the purchase order number and the file it was sent to
(Figure 8.10).

FIGURE 8.10 SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF PO EXPORT TO QUICKBOOKS



8

44

To locate the purchase order in QuickBooks, go to the Vendor menu and select Purchase Orders
(Figure 8.11).

FIGURE 8.11 QUICKBOOKS VENDOR MENU

Click Find from the menu and enter the vendor and the purchase order number or other appropriate infor-
mation (Figure 8.12). Click the Find button on the window.

FIGURE 8.12 FINDING A PURCHASE ORDER IN QUICKBOOKS

The purchase order with all of its items will be displayed (Figure 8.13).
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FIGURE 8.13 QUICKBOOKS PURCHASE ORDER WITH DATA SENT FROM ESTIMATORPRO.

Contacts Database
The Contacts database is where information on customers, suppliers, tradecontractors, employees, and
etc. can be stored. See Chapter 7, Database Utilities.



CHAPTER 9 Specialty Calculators

Pop-up Calculator
This button displays a calculator for adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing (see Figure 9.1). It also
has buttons for calculating squares and square roots. The C button clears all entries and the CE button
clears only the last entered value. By clicking the insert button, values in the display can be inserted into
a worksheet cell or added to an existing quantity in a worksheet cell.

FIGURE 9.1 GENERAL PURPOSE CALCULATOR

Loan Calculator
The Loan Amortization Calculator (Figure 9.2) is activated by clicking the Loan button in the bottom right
corner of the General Purpose Calculator. To find the loan payment (principle and interest):
1. Enter the amount of the loan, the down payment amount or percentage (if any), and the loan length in

years.
2. Click the Calculate Loan Amortization button to display the amortization table for the loan.

The amortization table can be exported to a new worksheet:

1. Click the Export Table button.

The amortization table on the new worksheet is fully functional, that is, you can also change the values of
the loan amount, interest rate, etc. on the new worksheet and the amortization table will be adjusted to
reflect the changes.

46
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FIGURE 9.2 LOAN AMORTIZATION CALCULATOR

Specialty Lumber Calculator
The Specialty Lumber Calculator can be accessed by clicking the Calculator button then the Lumber Calc
button on the EstimatorPRO Sheet Utilities toolbar or by clicking the Specialty Lumber Calculator but-
ton on the Framing Detail sheet.

The Specialty Lumber Calculator has a series of special calculators that can help you to quickly and accu-
rately calculate the lumber needed for items such as rake walls, hip and jack rafters, common rafters, roof
overbuilds, stair stringers, and floors and walls.

The Rake Wall Calculator
By entering the starting height of the wall, the wall length, the slope of the ceiling, and the stud spacing,
the Rake Wall Calculator (Figure 9.3) will give the quantity and length of the wall studs that need to be
ordered. The plate sizes are also given. Rake layouts for full walls, half walls, and dormer walls can be cal-
culated. You have the option to display the picture or not.

The quantities of studs can be copied or added directly to the values of the selected cells on the detail
sheet simply by selecting a cell on the worksheet and double clicking (with the left mouse button) the box
with the quantity that you want to copy, add, or multiply. Select which function you want to perform.

Insert copies over the existing value.
Add combines the values.
Multiply inserts the product of the two numbers.
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FIGURE 9.3 RAKE WALL CALCULATOR

Hip Rafter Calculator
The Hip Rafter Calculator (see Figure 9.4) gives the quantities and lengths of lumber needed for the hip
and jack rafters of a hip roof. Calculations can be made for a full hip or only the hip end.

FIGURE 9.4 HIP RAFTER CALCULATOR
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Common Rafter Calculator
The Common Rafter Calculator (see Figure 9.5) calculates the quantities and sizes of common rafters.
Rafters can be calculated for gable roofs, straight sections of hip roofs, or for shed roofs. Notice that for
most of these calculators, the sheathed quantities are also calculated.

FIGURE 9.5 COMMON RAFTER CALCULATOR

Overbuild Calculator
A calculator is also available that will calculate the quantity and length of lumber for overbuild sections of
a roof (see Figure 9.6). Lengths of rafters will vary for Overbuild/Blind Valley roofs compared to Intersecting
Valley type construction. The lengths of lumber for both types of construction can be calculated. Common
rafters, if needed, are also calculated and added to the lumber to order. The length of the ridge board is
also calculated. Notice that the calculations can account for differing roof slopes of the intersecting roofs.

FIGURE 9.6 OVERBUILD CALCULATOR
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Stair Calculator
A Stair Calculator is also provided (see Figure 9.7). This calculator will give the length of the stringers
needed for straight-run sets of stairs. The total rise is entered as well as either the total run or a unit run.
An initial or approximate unit rise can be entered other than 7.5 inches if you desire. Two solutions are pro-
vided, but the user must be responsible that the solutions meet local codes. Notice that a decimal conver-
sion calculator is also provided which converts decimal values to English, which measures to the nearest
1/16th of an inch or of a foot.

FIGURE 9.7 STAIR CALCULATOR

The Gable End Calculator
The Gable End Calculator (Figure 9.8) calculates the area of gable ends. Enter the span, the slope, and
the waste factor, and the area is displayed.

FIGURE 9.8 GABLE END CALCULATOR

50
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The Floor-Wall Calculator
The Show Framing Calculator is part of the Framing Materials Detail sheet (see Figure 9.9) and calculates
quantities of floor joists, wall studs and sheathing based on figures from the Key Info sheet and from val-
ues that you enter.

FIGURE 9.9 FLOOR-WALL CALCULATOR



CHAPTER 10 Customizing Spreadsheets
Using Excel Commands

For detailed instructions about using Excel spreadsheets and custom creating and editing estimating
spreadsheets using Microsoft® Excel, you may want to obtain a copy of Estimating with Microsoft® Excel:
Unlocking the Power for Home Builders. The book is also applicable to remodelers, trade contractors, sup-
pliers, and other areas related to construction. Estimating with Microsoft® Excel can be purchased through
BuilderBooks at the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) by calling (800) 223-2665 or by visit-
ing their bookstore online at www.builderbooks.com.

Entering Formulas into the Database
You can enter your own formulas into the QTY column of the database sheets. Formulas begin with "="
and cell references or names can be used in conjunction with operators such as + (add), - (subtract),
* (multiply), and / (divide). Other functions are available through the function wizard (fx on the Standard
Toolbar).

To Name a Cell or a Range of Cells
1. Select the cell, range of cells, or nonadjacent selections that you want to name.
2. Click the Name box at the left end of the formula bar.
3. Type the name for the cells.
4. Press Enter.

NOTE: You cannot name a cell while you are changing the contents of the cell.

Individual cells and ranges of cells can be named. To name a range of cells, select the range of cells and
type a one-word name into the Name box (on the left side of the Edit bar) then press Enter.

Moving Sheets
You may want to change the order of the sheets in a workbook. To move a sheet's order, click on the sheet
tab and drag it to its new location. Alternatively, you can move a sheet by right clicking the sheet tab, click
Move or Copy from the menu, and choose the new location.

Comments
Comments can be added to any cell to give special instructions or reminders to the user. In EstimatorPRO,
there are many comments to help you as you do your estimating. Cells with comments are marked with a
small red tag in the upper right corner of the cell. As you pass over these cells with the cursor, the com-
ment boxes open to display the comment.

To Add a Comment to a Cell:
1. Click the cell to which you want to add the comment.
2. On the Insert menu, click Comment.
3. In the box, type the comment text.
4. When you finish typing the text, click outside the comment box.

52
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To Edit Comments in a Cell:
1. Click the cell with the comment you want to edit.
2. On the Insert menu, click Edit Comment.

To Clear Contents, Formats, or Comments from cells:
1. Select the cells, rows, or columns you want to clear.
2. On the Edit menu, point to Clear, and then click All, Contents, Formats, or Comments.

NOTE: If you click a cell and then press Delete or Backspace buttons, Microsoft® Excel removes the cell
contents but does not remove any comments or cell formats. If you clear a cell, Microsoft®Excel removes
the contents, formats, comments, or all three from a cell. The value of a cleared cell is 0 (zero), and a for-
mula that refers to that cell will receive a value of 0.

TIP: To remove all comments from a worksheet, click Go To on the Edit menu, click Special, and then click
Comments. Then point to Clear on the Edit menu, and click Comments.

Magnify or Reduce the Display
In the Zoom box (in the Standard Toolbar), click the size you want, or enter a number from 10 to 400. To
enlarge a selected area to fill the window, click Selection.

NOTE: Changing the magnification does not affect printing. Sheets are printed at 100 percent unless you
change the scaling on the Page tab of the Page Setup dialog box (File menu).

Linking Cells
Linking two cells is a powerful way to have one cell equal (mirror) the value of another cell:
1. Select the source cell.
2. Right click and select Copy.
3. Move to the target cell and click Edit/Paste Special and click Paste Link.

A faster way that can be used for links in the same workbook is to:
1. Select the target cell and type =
2. Move to the source cell and click it.
3. Then press Enter.

Hide A Row Or Column
To hide a column or columns:
1. Select the column or columns by clicking on the column headings (i.e. columns B, C, D).
2. Right click and select Hide.

To unhide a column or columns:
1. Select the columns adjacent to the hidden columns.
2. Right click and select Unhide.

Printing to a Specified Number of Pages (Fit to Page) 
To make a printed worksheet fit the paper width:
1. Click the worksheet.
2. On the File menu, click Page Setup,
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3. Click the Page tab.
4. Click Fit to.
5. In the first box beside Fit to, enter 1 (for 1 page wide).
6. In the second box beside Fit to, delete the value so that the number of pages tall is unspecified.

NOTE: Microsoft® Excel ignores manual page breaks when you use the Fit to option. Make page breaks
work when you use Fit to.

When you change the values for Fit to, Excel shrinks the printed image or expands it up to 100 percent,
as necessary. To see the how much the image will be adjusted for your new values, click OK, and then click
Page Setup on the File menu. The Adjust to box on the Page tab shows the percentage that the printed
size will be adjusted.



FAQS

Q. Who should use EstimatorPRO?

A. EstimatorPRO was designed for home builders and remodelers who want to decrease the time they
spend estimating while increasing the accuracy and detail of their estimates.

Q. Why was it developed to work with Excel?

A. Excel is a powerful spreadsheet program that many companies already use and it allows you the flex-
ibility to change and customize the estimating process to fit your specific needs. This allows you to use
EstimatorPRO to estimate at the level of detail you want. You can plug in bid amounts, calculate costs
based on unit cost figures, or run more detailed estimating.

Q. What's new in EstimatorPRO 5.0?

A. The great advantage of 5.0 is its integration with QuickBooks Pro® (2002, 2003 and Contractor's edi-
tions). Estimates and Purchase Orders can be created in QuickBooks Pro quickly and efficiently and
items are posted to the category accounts with the click of a button.Your existing QuickBooks contacts
can be automatically transferred to the EstimatorPRO contacts database.

Q. How do I install EstimatorPRO?

A. Click Start Menu, Run. 
Click Browse and navigate to your CD drive.
Select Setup.exe and click Open.
Verify that the name of the file is correct and press OK.
The files will be installed to the C:\Program Files\EstimatorPRO subdirectory.

Q. How do I upgrade from EstimatorPRO 4.1 to 5.0?

A. To upgrading to a newer version of EstimatorPRO, save a backup copy of your database and then unin-
stall the current version of EP before installing the upgrade version.
1. Click Start Menu, Settings, Control Panel, Add/Remove Programs.
2. Select the current version of EstimatorPRO and click the Remove button.
3. Open Excel and go to Tools, Add-Ins, and from the pop-up box, uncheck EstimatorPRO.
4. Click YES (or OK) to the warning that the EstimatorPRO add-in will be permanently removed.
5. Install EstimatorPRO 5.0.

NOTE: After upgrading to version 5.0, use the Update Database command button on the last sheet in the
database ("LastEstimate" sheet) to automatically bring data in from the backed-up database from your last
version of EstimatorPRO.
Q. When I try to open EstimatorPRO I get a warning sign about Macros. Should I enable them?

A. When Excel opens files that contain macros (procedure code that performs the functions of the spread-
sheet) it will display a warning sign letting you know that the workbook contains macros. Because
macros from unknown sources can contain viruses, the displayed pop-up box allows you to stop the
workbook from loading the macros. Choose Enable Macros.
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NOTE: When opening under Windows 2000 or XP for the first time, you will be prompted with the ques-
tion, "Is this file from a trusted source?"  You should check the always trust box so that in the future, you
won't be asked if you want to enable macros when opening EstimatorPRO.

Q. I try to open EstimatorPRO, but it asks me if I want to update links or keep existing information. What
do I want to do?

A. When EstimatorPRO opens, a box will open asking if you want to update links or keep the existing
information. Click No.

Because the EstimatorPRO1.xls file has links to the database file (EstimatorPRO DB.xls), it asks if you
want to connect those links before opening the database file. If you answer Yes, the computer will freeze
up while trying to open all of the links to the unopened database. It's better to say No and wait until the
database file is opened to automatically establish all the links.

Q. What is the first step in using EstimatorPRO?

A. View the Overview Demo located in Chapter 4 of the User Guide. It will walk you through the process
of creating an estimate. Additional demos, in Chapter 8 will show you how to create Purchase Orders,
and Estimates and export them to QuickBooks Pro.

You can begin using EstimatorPRO right away to create your estimates and purchase orders. However,
you may want to customize EstimatorPRO to meet your needs, first. Import your own contacts database
from QuickBooks or enter your own contact information. You may also change, delete, or add items in the
cost database. If you have a database from previous versions of EstimatorPRO, you can import that as
well.You can also customize the Summary sheet by adding or deleting line items (phases of construction).

Once you have personalized EstimatorPRO you can begin your estimate. Fill in the Key Info sheet with
specifications of your particular project. To get to the Key Info sheet, click on the (red) key icon located
on the EstimatorPRO utilities toolbar and click the Goto Key Info button. Once completed, move back to the
Summary sheet by clicking the icon button that looks like a world (Go To Summary button on the
Navigation tool bar). Next, click on any of the detail sheets to begin estimating.

Q. Where do the preset item costs come from?

A. The cost database that comes with EstimatorPRO has many items that you would typically want to esti-
mate for a job. The costs that are associated with the items are realistic but may not reflect the costs
that you are paying for material, labor, or equipment. You may change the costs, add or delete to the
items already listed in the databases, and enter the name of your supplier or tradecontractor.

Q. How do I change the costs and/or items in the database?

A. You can quickly and easily change the costs and/or items in the database by going to the database and
entering in new information. On the EstimatorPRO navigational toolbar, select GotoDatabase

You can also click the Click Here button on the appropriate detail sheet and click the Edit DB button on the
Material DB pop-up box.

Q. How can I use data from a different database?

A. Scroll to the last sheet in EstimatorPRO by moving to the last sheet tab and clicking on the tab



57

DatabaseLinks. (You can also click on the Show Sheets button on the EstimatorPRO Utilities toolbar
and select the DatabaseLinks sheet.)

Click on the Change Database Link button and navigate to the database that you want to use.

The EstimatorPRO Database.xls file is located in the C:\Program Files\EstimatorPRO directory.

NOTE: It is a good idea to create a separate folder to store your backup and specialty databases, for exam-
ple, C:\Projects\Databases. 

Q. How do I add custom estimating worksheets to my Cost Breakdown Summary sheet?

A. Click the Summary menu button on the EstimatorPRO Utilities toolbar and then click Customize
Summary.

When the pop-up dialog box appears, be sure a check mark is in the Show Hidden Phases box.
Choose from one of the custom worksheets (Custom 1 through Custom 30) by clicking on the worksheet
name. Click the Unhide button, and close the pop-up box. The Custom sheet name will show up on the
Cost Breakdown Summary sheet. Click on the name and it will take you to the custom detail sheet where
you can click the Change Sheet Name button to rename the sheet and its corresponding database sheet.

Q. What reports can EstimatorPRO generate?

A. EstimatorPRO comes with several reports plus you have the flexibility of creating your own custom
reports. The reports that EstimatorPRO comes with are:

Cost Breakdown Summary report. Used by the builder or remodeler to summarize, track, and analyze
costs.

Customer Summary report. Similar to the Cost Breakdown Summary report but allows you to distribute
all or part of your profit across the phases that you choose.

Executive Summary report. Each phase of construction is listed along with any notes you may want to
write and the estimated costs for each phase. The Estimated Costs column may be hidden so that only
the Total Sales Price is displayed along with the construction phase items and the notes.

Change Order Summary. This report tracks all change orders for each phase of construction. The esti-
mated costs and change order amounts for each phase are summarized for the project.

Customer Bid Form. Used to present your bid to a customer, this form has the total bid price, notes about
the job, and allows you to show specific phases and allowances and the associated amounts that are
included in the bid.

Purchase Orders. Purchase orders are created from completed detail take-off worksheets. They are
numbered and can be saved with the estimate or on a separate workbook.

Detail Sheets. Each Detail sheet can be printed to communicate specifics of a construction phase or to
keep historical paper records, you can print each or all of the detail sheets.

Q. Why is EstimatorPRO taking so long to open or to save?
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A. After using EstimatorPRO for some time, you may find that it begins to slow down or even crash when
you open or save a file. When Excel opens an MSO file (Microsoft Object), it is stored in a TEMP fold-
er (Usually C:\Windows\Temp or C:\Program Files\Temp). After so many MSO files are created (800-
1500) and stored in the Temp folder, EstimatorPRO begins to operate slowly until it crashes to a halt.

Close out Excel and clean out the temp folder(s).

If you can't find the MSO files in either one of these Temp folders, search for "MSO" and delete those
MSO files that are in Temp folders. If all of the files cannot be deleted from the Temp folder (because
some may be in use at the time), don't worry, delete as many as you can. If a program needs a file in
the temp folder and it isn't there, the program will automatically recreate the file.

Q. What are the minimum system requirements for EstimatorPRO 5.0?

A. Microsoft® Excel 2000 or later.
QuickBooks® 2002 or later, or Contractor Edition.
Windows 98se, 2000, XP or later.
Pentium 450 (or comparable).
RAM-64mb (Win98), 128 (Win2000 and later).

©2004 by BuilderBooks™ of the National Association of Home Builders of the United States of America.
All rights reserved.
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